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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEAN I NG OF T I T LE 18, SECTIONS 793 . 
AND 791-, OF THE U.S., CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVE- 
LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS 
PROHIBITED BY LAW, TH E RE PRODUCT ION OF. THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED.. 


25X1 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


1 * ln 19 ^ 2 ( s±c ^ the Bulgarian military authorities requested the 

Ministry of Construction and Roads to make a study and to immediate- 
ly, prepare plans for constructing six new strategic roads through the 
Rhodope Mountains. The Ministry, as well as the construction firms, 
stopped ail other work to comply with this request. All the tec hni cians 
of the Ministry were assigned to drawing up and compiling plans. 

2. A meeting was held at the Ministry of Construction and Roads between 
several Bulgarian generals, among whom was General Panchevski, present 
Minister of Defense (at that time* an under secretary)* and a Soviet 
engineering major in the uniform of a Bulgarian Army major. At the 
meeting, the military representatives requested that the construction 
work be completed in 19 $0 and that military personnel be used for the 
project. The Minister, however, wanted the work to be done by the civilian 
construction organizations. 


25X1 3. 1 - 1 

25X1 Decause or the great scarcity of civilian workers, it would be impossible 
to complete the project by the, date requested. After a lengthy discussion, 
it was decided that the work should be done by the Trudovaks under the 
technicai direction of representatives of the Ministry of Construction 
and Roads* 

The reason for building the six strategic roads requested by the military 
authorities is. the great scarcity of roads in the Greek border area. At 
the meeting* the generals declared that the roads were needed to fulfill the 
order of battle plans which at this time consisted of disregarding the 
Jugoslav frontier and concentrating on increasing security measures on the 
Greek frontier. 
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U 3 T I the 

six roads were ^ to pass through the Rhodopes toward the Greek border and 

| they would have the following general characteristics? 
a 0 They would not have to be masterpieces f 


bo They would presumably carry only second class not heavjj traffic ; 

Co They would be five meters wide with one-meter shoulders | 

do They would have curves with a minimum radius of $0 meters which would 
easily handle tank traffic $ and 


e« They would be paved with gravel and topped with macadams 

60 Actual construction was begun in early 1950 and was to have been completed 
by the end of 1950 c The work was greatly speeded up in September and 
25X1 I I the work was completed on schedule . At the begin* 

rung of the -project* it was estimated that the cost would be- 2,1*00,000,000 
leva* 
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